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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553

November 13, 1989
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
BOG APPROVES REG CENTER
CHARLESTON, IL.--The Board of Governors of State Colleges and
Universities today unanimously approved Eastern Illinois University's
proposal to build a 70,000-square-foot student recreation center.
The proposal, approved by the Board in a special meeting held by
telephone conference call, will now be submitted to the Illinois Board
of Higher Education for its approval.
BOG Chairman Nancy Froelich said, "The Board has felt strongly for
some time that the need existed for a facility of this kind.

Members

also felt strongly that the students should support a project of this
magnitude.
"The passage of the referendum last week made it possible for a
unanimous vote by the Board to move forward toward greatly expanding
the recreational opportunities at Eastern."
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Commenting on the BOG's approval, Eastern President Stan Rives,
said, "I am glad the Board has supported our students'. need for
additional recreation facilities.

I believe that additional student

recreation facilities are needed on this campus, and I believe this
largely because students have presented a well-documented case."
Eastern's student body voiced the need for a student recreation
center last week when they voted in favor of a referendum to build a
student recreation facility at a per semester cost of not more than $60
to be effective the semester the facility is open for student use.
The proposed $6 million facility, if approved by the IBHE, will add
approximately 70,000 square feet to Lantz Gymnasium, which currently
cannot accommodate the increasing demand from all sources to schedule
recreational activities.
The facility would extend directly north from the current Lantz
Building fieldhouse, where a gravel parking lot is now located.

If

approved, the addition will be paid for by floating a bond issue which
students will repay through a student fee.
Construction could begin by early Fall 1990 with all areas of the
facility completed by August 1991.
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